INTO THE SHADOWS
of insanity.   He was as ill as he had ever been; and by the middle _
of February it was widely rumoured that his life was in danger
—which, indeed, seems to have been the case.   On February I5th
Fox wrote to his friend Charles, Lord Grey:
The King is as ill as in the worst moments of 1788. I think I know
this, and the bulletin, indeed, does not deny it. "Much indisposed'9
yesterday, and " much the same/' to-day. Some are of opinion
that his dissolution is certain and near. . . .
But actually, if Malmesbury's evidence is to be believed, the
crisis in the King's health was in January and not February as
Fox and others believed.
By February 20th, however, the King had taken a turn for
the better. In his Diary Charles Abbot, who was Speaker of
the House of Commons and deserves mention as the introducer
of the first Census Act, recorded on that day:
The King is recovering fast, and had yesterday a long interval of
reason and composure, but has every day the strait waistcoat. He
had always expressed an opinion, when well, that the "Willises used
him with unnecessary rigour. He submits cheerfully to the re-
straints which he believes to be necessary, and is perfectly contented
under the management of Dr Simmons of St Luke's Hospital, who
now attends him.
By the end of the month the medical advisers decided that the King
was well enough to deal with State business, though Addington
was warned that rest was still needed if the recovery was to be
* complete/
While the King lay crazed and helpless in his palace the Adding-
ton Administration was running the gauntlet in the House of
Commons. Fox, who had for a time given * the Doctor' a half-
hearted support against attacks from Pitt's fiiends, could now boast
that he had * great pleasure in hunting down this ignoble fellow
[Addington].' The ministerial inefficiency, only too clearly
revealed by Addington's war policy, forced Pitt at last to realize
that whatever promise of support he had made in the past it
was now his duty to his King and Country to stand forth as a
critic of the Government. It is certain that this decision caused
him considerable mental anguish: he did not have to be reminded
that his attacks in the Commons would be most bitterly resented
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